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Achieving the Adivasi Millennium – Annual Report 2013 of Dhas Gramin Vikas Kendra, Alirajpur 

The Dhas Gramin Vikas Kendra, along with the Khedut Mazdoor Chetna Sangath, is active in the hilly 
Mathwar region bordering the Narmada river in Alirajpur district of Madhya Pradesh.  The project is 
being implemented in 30 villages in which Bhil and Bhilala Adivasis reside. The work involves 
ensuring that the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), The 
Right to Education Act, The Forest Rights Act, The Panchayat Extension to Scheduled Areas (PESA) 
Act, the National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) and other such welfare schemes are implemented 
properly so that the Adivasis can have a functioning system of local self government, adequate 
forest and agriculture based sustainable livelihoods and lead healthy and educated lives.  

During the year several path breaking initiatives and mass action programmes were undertaken 
towards realising the goals of the project as follows – 

 A campaign was conducted to ensure that schools and anganwadis ran with regular 
attendance of teachers and provision of midday meals. Complaints were filed with the 
district administration regarding the non-implementation of the Right to Education Act 
which resulted in prompt action against erring teachers and cluster level coordinators of the 
education department.  

 A campaign was conducted for provision of work under the MGNREGS and for the payment 
of back wages. A massive public rally was taken out in Alirajpur on February 26th 2013 with 
these demands and as a result in all Panchayats of the district, not only in the project 
villages, back payments of MGNREGS wages were made. This campaign was a huge success 
with back payments amounting to 40 lakh rupees in the project villages and running into 
crores all over the district. 

 A successful campaign was conducted against the traditional Adivasi practice of witch 
hunting in collaboration with the District Police Administration. Cases were lodged against 
the perpetrators and the victims rehabilitated. 

 Special cases of children with severe malnutrition were taken up and they were provided 
with supplementary nutrition and also care in the nutritional rehabilitation centres and 
brought back to normalcy. 

 A campaign has been started for setting up of separate Gram Sabhas in each hamlet under 
the PESA Act and for registration of Community Forest Claims under the Forest Rights Act as 
a corollary of which an attempt by the Forest Department to start an eco-tourism project 
without consulting with the people about its details was thwarted. 

Pinki Kirad, a woman cluster coordinator, says, “The regular women’s meetings in the villages have 
galvanised them into recovering money that was locked up in dormant self help group bank 
accounts and also to put pressure on the Health Department staff to provide the women with 
adequate reproductive health services as mandated by the NRHM and the Janani Suraksha Yojana” 

The picture alongside is of a Bal Panchayat 
Meeting being held in the village of 
Bamanseri to discuss the functioning of the 
primary school in that village. The children 
said that the teacher was not attending 
school regularly and so they were not being 
able to learn as much as they should. A 
complaint was drafted and signed by the 
parents and submitted to the district 
authorities. This resulted in the teacher 
reforming himself and now the school is 
running regularly. Dear Supporter, thank you 
for making all this possible. 
 Subhadra Khaperde, Sponsorship Coordinator. 
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Saying Goodbye to Malnutrition  

The DGVK staff continually monitor the nutritional status of children in the project area. Specially 
fortified meals are served twice every month to children in those villages where the level of poverty 
is more. One such village is Akdia on the border with Gujarat. The picture below shows a fortified 
meal of rice and dal being served to the children of Akdia. 

One child in this village Dhudhria, son of 
Shakria Jamsingh, very under nourished. He 
was born on 5.9.2010 and when his weight 
was taken in January 2013 it was only 8.1 kgs 
when it should have been more than 9 kgs. 
However thereafter we provided his family 
with support for feeding him well and 
explained the various measures that had to be 
taken to improve his nutritional level. As a 
result in September his weight had increased 
to 11.3 kgs. The difference in health is visible 
from the pictures below  In September five 

infants died in Vakvi 
village due to disease 
resulting from weakness 
due to malnutrition. 
The matter was 
immediately reported 
to the District Collector 
and he arranged for a 
team of doctors to visit 
Vakvi and provide 
treatment to the rest of 
the children so as to 
prevent further deaths. 

Hunting the Hunters 

The retrograde practice 
of branding women as 
witches is still extant 
among the Adivasis in 
Alirajpur. In one such 

case Keramsingh, Mathri, Tuli, Bhina, Jhetri, Bhimbai, Gyansingh, Adesiah 
and Kelbai of village Girala had called Ranglibai, who is pictured alongside 
a witch. The perpetrators ransacked her house, looted her belongings, 
stole her cattle goats and children and chased Rangli away from the 
village. Rangli with her husband and six children were forced to flee to her 
parent's house in Sorwa. The matter was brought to the attention of the 
Khedut Mazdoor Chetna Sangath which immediately carried out an 
investigation and submitted an application to the Superintendent of 
Police Alirajpur on behalf of Rangli. This led to a meeting in the village 
under Police pressure and now Rangli and her family are back in their 
house. 

Notably, women are also involved in calling Rangli a witch and raiding her 
house with Bhimbai playing the major role. Rangli is the second wife of 

Dhudhria before and after 

treatment for malnutrition 
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Jatansingh and Bhimbai is the first wife. Bhimbai thought that if she could call Rangli a witch and 
chase her away from the village then she and her sons would be the sole heirs of Jatansingh's 
property. So Bhimbai spread the canard that Ranglibai was secretly killing people in the village by her 
witchcraft for the past two years and so she should be chased away. She got some other people to 
believe this canard and together they attacked Ranglibai. 

The advocacy of Khedut Mazdoor Chetna Sangath with the administration resulted in the 
Superintendent of Police deciding to hold eight village level conventions in the district to spread 
awareness that there were no such things as witches and witch branding was a punishable offence. 
Shri Shankar Tadwal was invited to lecture on the harmful aspects of witch hunting in these 
conventions and the picture below shows him holding forth in once such convention in Bhabhra. 

 
 

Providing Succour for the Needy 

The silicosis affected persons from Alirajpur 
and the kin of those who had been 
deceased due to silicosis affliction 
undertook a sit in demonstration in front of 
the Office of the Directorate of Labour in 
Gandhinagar in Gujarat on 23.9.2013 under 
the aegis of the Khedut Mazdoor Chetna 
Sangath as shown alongside. The main 
demand was that the Gujarat Government 
should comply with the order of the 
National Human Rights Commission and 
provide Rs 3 Lakhs compensation to the kin 

of the 238 Adivasis who had died due to being afflicted by silicosis after working in the stone crusher 
units in Gujarat. 52 people from the villages of Kasalway, Rordhu, Titi, Bhiti, Malwai and 18 other 
villages sat in protest before the Directorate of Labour and demanded that they be allowed to meet 
the Chief Minister. However, this was denied and the Director of the Labour Department came to 
meet the affected persons instead. Shri Shankar Tadwal handed a memorandum to the Director on 
behalf of the silicosis affected persons. The Director gave an assurance that the matter would be 
looked into and provided the afflicted persons with medical check up and treatment. 
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Milestones 

The other major notable achievements of the organisation during the year are as follows – 

 The conduct of a two day inter-State convention on the Forest Rights Act in Jobat on 
February 26th and 27th which was attended by over five hundred delegates from the States of 
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Jharkhand in addition to Madhya Pradesh. A public 
rally was taken out at the conclusion followed by a mass meeting.  

 A film on traditional Bhil Adivasi culture was made in collaboration with students of the 
Indian Institute of Mass Communications, New Delhi. This is the first such film on the Bhil 
Adivasis that analyses the richness of their culture and its potential for contributing to 
human development. 

 Adivasi Janjatiya Adhikar Manch 
(AJAM) which is a national forum of 
Adivasi mass organizations of which 
Khedut Mazdoor Chetna Sangath is a 
member organized a mass meeting in 
Alirajpur bus stand on 26.9.2013 in 
which Bharat Valvi from Adivasi 
Mahasabha Maharashtra, Damu 
Thakre and Vaharu Sonowane from 
Adivasi Ekta Parishad Maharashtra, 
Mahesh Vasava from Bhilistan Vikas 
Morcha Gujarat and Sagliabhai and 
Narendra Rathva from Adivasi Ekta 
Parishad Gujarat participated along 
with the local members of the Khedut Mazdoor Chetna Sangath and Adivasi Government 
servants participated. The main focus of discussion was the non-implementation of the 
Forest Rights Act and PESA Act in Adivasi areas and how this was affecting the rights of the 
Adivasis. A decision was taken to intensify the campaigns for their implementation. Magan 
Singh of Khedut Mazdoor Chetna Sangath who is shown lecturing in the picture alongside 
said “Natural resources are being extracted from Adivasi areas by others and we Adivasis are 
not only not getting any benefits but are being forced off our lands to work as labourers. 
This has to stop”. 

Future Plans 

The major programmes for 2014 are as follows – 

 Women’s Meetings in all 30 project Villages on prevention of gender based violence, 
Conduct of 6 Reproductive Health Camps in each of the five clusters  and the organisation of 
a Mass Rally on Women’s Day.  

 The Campaign for filing community claims under the Forest Rights Act will continue and 
these will be submitted to the administration for all the thirty project villages. 

 The Campaign for registration of separate Gram Sabhas in all the project villages will be 
completed and legal action will be taken to ensure their authentication by the 
administration. 

 The Campaign for natural resource conservation and sustainable agriculture with proper 
implementation of the MGNREGS will also continue with work being initiated in all the 
project villages. 

 The Campaign for the implementation of the RTE to improve the quality of school education 
and increasing awareness of their rights among children will continue in all project villages. 

 The Campaign for the establishment of a strong indigenous identity of the Adivasis will 
continue in all project villages and be networked with other organisations at the State and 
National levels. 


